sii 1982. AOD eee 
EXCURSION ~ NEWS SHEET _ 


{Meeting 7th May - "The Atlas of Australian Birds" 
Speaker Mr.T.Garnet. 
Meeting 4th June -"Birds and Bird Calls" 
Speaker Dr.F.Harrap. 
Excursion 6th June -Sunday - Full day - Mt.Erip 
Leaders - Dr.F.Harrap,Mr.P.Fry. 
Excursion 4th July - Sunday - Full Day -LintonWorking Bee. 
Leaders Mr.G.Clarke,Mr.R.Thomas. 


| o Present 
@ Breeding 


President: Dr. F. HARRAP Phone 301651 Meetings, os specified, are held In the Administrat- 
4 ion Building of the Schoo! of Mines and Industries, 
Vice-pres: Mrs..M. ROTHERAM Phone 31 405 Lydiard Street South, Ballarat, commencing 8 pm. 
Secretary: Miss H. BURGESS Phone 31 2210 EXCURSIONS, AS SPECIFIED, COMMENCE FROM 
; CROCKERS, Cnr, STURT d ARMSTRONG STREETS, 

Treasurer: Mr. S. REYNOLDS Phone 327721 oe an 


| BALLARAT. AT 9.30 am FOR FULL DAY OUTINGS, 
Editor Mr. J. NETHERWAY Phone 32 7296 . OR AT 1.30pm FOR HALF DAY. 


"GETTING AWAY FROM JIT ALL" 


Dr. Jim Willis was our Guest Speaker at the April Meeting. 
He spoke on Seed Dispersal to a large audience of members’ 
and visitors. 

Plants are static and because of this they have a variety 

of ways of spreading their seeds. 

Trees that have long horizontal boughs, usually set seeds 

at the very ends, this allows a wide dispersal area away 
from the parent. Mangroves ,on the other hand, have seeds 
that germinate on the parent and then drop into the water 
for dispersal to mud banks. 

Climbing plants evolved to get seed high up. The seeds of 
plants such as Clematis float away, whereas some have 
explosive action such as squirting cucumber, and the pod 
bearers. 

These devices have evolved in higher plants. Some fungi 
have evolved along similar lines - puffballs and cap fungus 
literally explode, shooting the spore far and wide. Some 
fungi however, have a strong smell and animals dig them up, 
truffles are one of these. Others attract flies through 
their appalling stench, thus running running parallel to the 
higher plants. Fungi spore is so small that 500 would fit 
ona pin head. Orchids have a dust-like seed which is 
blown by the wind. 

Our eucalypts have small seed and the biggest,Mountain Ash, 
relies on fires. Many other seeds are liberated by fire. 
Some seeds are carried by animals - the seed may be barbed 
so that the barb sticks in, and the seed is brushed off later. 
Mistletoe seeds are sticky and depend on birds to distribute 
them. Some are eaten in fruit and pass through the animals' 
and birds' digestive tracts. Raindrops disperse some seeds 
while others are water borne. Others are large like 
coconuts ,and travel great distances in the sea. 

This was°a most interesting and fascinating evening as are all 
of Jim Willis" nights. Peter Fry thanked Jim, and gave 
him our usual presentation,plus a tin of honey. A very 
enjoyable supper was served by the ladies, and those of 

us who travel distances, and others no doubt, thank them 

for their efforts. 


Lyndsay Fink. 
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APRIL EXCURSION. 

There could not have been a more glorious afternoon for the 
Enfield excursion. Nine cars formed the convoy, but on our 
arrival cars were abandoned for "shanks" pony" and by the 
end of the afternoon's "up hill and down dale" the cars with 
their precious cargo of thermos etc. seemed like Heaven. 
There were very few plants in flower - Prasophyllum morrisii 
(the tiny midge-orchid), Prasophyllum despectans, Parsons 
Bands and Pterostylis parviflora,(the tiny greenhood) flowering 
bravely right on the hard pathway. Xanthorrhoea minor, 
Gahnia, Lomandra sp, and Kangaroo Grass in abundance. 
Eucalypts consisted of Red Stringybark, Messmate, Broad-leded 
Peppermint and Fine-leafed Peppermint , with some doubt as 

to whether the magnificent white specimens were Candlebarks 
or Ribbon Gums. 


Among some of the outstandingly beautiful rock formations 

we found maidenhair and necklace ferns. Other plants noticed 
were Pimelea linifolia, Hovea heterophylla, Goodenia lanata, 
Platylobum obtusangulum, Billardiera scandens, Hardenbergia 
violacae, Dranella revoluta, Epacris impressa, Whalenbergia 
spe, Cranberry Heath, Sweet Bursaria, Indigophera australe, 
Helichrysum semmipapposum, Stylidium grammininifolium,Acachas 
aculeatissima, paradoxa, vericillata, gunnii, stricta and 
dealbata, Viola hederacea and V.betonicifolia, Pultenea 
pedunculata, Leptospermum juniperinum, Honeypots, Gompholobium 
huegleii, Pultenea gunnii. The En field form of Grevillea, 
ilicifolia (Holly Grevillia), Exocarpus cypressiformis, Wiry 
Buttons and of course bracken. 


A huge golden spider web belonging to the Golden Web nephila 
was very much admired, and some saw a small snake, but he 
disappeared under a tussock and refused to come out. 


As we were nearing the end of the walk we saw a black kangaroo 
and right on the roadside a beautiful red correa in flower. 
Birds included White throated Treecreeper, the lovely Grey 
Fantails, Spotted Pardalote, Scarlet Robin, Grey Thrush, 
White-naped, White eared and Rufous Honeyeaters, Restless 
Flycatcher, Crimson Rosella, Striated thornbill, Golden 
Whistler and Goldfinch. 


Two trailbike riders will think twice about using the walking 
tracks again, after the dressing down they received from 


certain members, otherwise a very very enjoyable afternoon, 
and our thanks go to Pat Murphy for leading use 


| 
Florence Williamson. | 


KOALA _ DISTRIBUTION. | 


The mention of several koala sightings in the March Newsletter 
has prompted me to write asking if there are any recent koala 
sightings in the Enfield - Scarsdale area. Here at Linton 

we have no koalas, yet they are apparently resident in the 
Beaufort and Buninyong districts, both approximately 25 kms 
distant. 

The presence of koalas in the Mt.Helen -Buninyong -Clarendon- 
Elaine forests would appear to indicate that they occur some 
distance west, but I personally know of none west of the 
Buninyong - Grenville road. As far as I know, koalas are 
present in all other local forests (Mt.Cole,Creswick, Wombat, 
Lal Lal ) except the Clunes - Campbelltown area. 

This research could possibly provide a basis for an interes ting 
article in the Courier's "Nature Notes". 


Roger Thomas, 
Box 42, LINTON 3360. 
Phone.447270. 
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THE AUSTRALIAN BIRD ATLAS. 

At midnight on 3lst Dec. 1981, the last bird was added to the 

last Atlas sheet. The Atlas began in 1977 with the aim of 

mapping the distribution and breeding distribution of | 

Australia's birds in l°grid blocks. 

Much of the information has in fact been recorded in 10' blocks 

that is squares with sides of 16 Kms. 

A 1:100,000 topographic map divides up into 9 such 10'blocks - 

each map covers 30' of longitude and 30' latitude - for example 

the 1:100,000 Ballarat covers from 143°30'E to 144’0'E and 

from 37°30'S to 38°00'S, 

When I (one of about 3,000 Atlasers) wrote to take part in 

the survey about 18 months ago, I received a mass of information. 

Among the sheets was one listing the species totals in 10' 

blocks in Victoria and Southern N.S.W.- data to 30-04-1980. 

The species totals in the 10' blocks in our immediate region 
4.made interesting reading. For exampk’on the Ballarat map, 


the block totals ranged from 30 (a block including Grenville, 
Garibaldi and Mt.Mercer) to 131 (covering Linton, Mt.Erip 
and the Woady Yallock, Cape Clear and Illabrook). On the 
Creswick map totals ranged from 20 (north of Lake Burrumbeet, 
Lake Learmonth) to 127 (Mt.Beckworth and the Clunes Swamps}. 


At that time the total for the block including Mosquito Flat 
and part of thr Paddy Ranges was 120. My personal total 
for Mosquito Flat before submissions to the Atlas closed, 
was 127 (a further bird - the White eyed Duck has been added 
to my list in the last month). 


Totals for other areas: 
Dunnolly map - lowest 64, highest 116. 
Castlemaine - lowest 54, highest 135. 
Beaufort came as rather a surprise - lowest 17, 
highest 93. 
The highest total came from a block on the Bendigo map with163. 


At the same time however, two blocks on the Charlton map (the 
map north of the St. Arnaud map) had no records at all, and 
a further block had only 1 species recorded’ : 


I'm certainly looking forward to the publication of the Atlas 
sometime next year. An estimated 400,000 words of text have 
to be typed, edited, retyped, edited and so on, all within 
an 18 month period - before production. 


The aim of the Atlas is not just to provide a total of the 
species recorded in 1°or 1" blocks. Neither will the book 

be a field guide. The aim is to show changes in distribution 
and status, comment on their significance for management and 
set out some of the new and interesting facts that have 
emerged during collation and analysis of the data. 


It is going to be exciting if the Atlasers have been able to 
record the Paradise Parrot or the Night Parrot. The book 
will be guarded in referring to the location of the rarer 
parrots. 


Frank Harrap. 
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YARROWEE CREEK RECREATION PARK. 


As the Yarrowee Park working bee on the weekend of 17th.18th 
April was approached with many misgivings - would there be a 
good roll up as the result of quite good publicity coverage 
from 3BA, B.T.V.6 and "The Ballarat Courier". All service 
Clubs had been approached also - or would it draw a complete 


* blank? 


The pegple who did come were mainly ones who had been involved 
with getting the whole thing under way and those involved 

with preliminary meetings etc., numbering about fifty people 
for the weekend. 


Quite a deal of hard work went into clearing a very steep 
section on the west side off Yarrowee Parade and in from 

the Prest Street bridge. There were lots of gorse, black- 
berries, docks and the very strong rooted aniseed, several 
quite large lucerne trees and vast quantities of cans , 
bottles, broken glass, wire, cement rubble, plastic and 
various other unwanted items piled and either burnt or taken 
to a heap at the top of the bank, and one near the creek, to 
be removed by Council workers. The area near the top was 
terraced with the hope of preventing erosion. A further 
working bee will be held on World Environment Day on Saturday 
Sth June for planting trees. 


Florence Williamson. 


BOOK ON NORTH CENTRAL STUDY AREA. 

Cliff Beauglehole's latest book -"The Distribution and 
Convervation of Vascular Plants in the North Central area, 
Victoria" - was launched at the WVFNCA autumn meeting. The 
sixth in his series, this book has particular interest for 
Ballarat members as the North Central Study Area adjoins the 
Ballarat area, and this volume covers places which we 
frequently visit in the Maryborough district, inluding Mount 
Beckworth. Members are strongly urged to buy a copy and 
promote sales among any interested persons to enable the 
A.C.B. Publishing Fund to remain viable in the face of 
steeply rising costs. The map alone is worth about $5! 
Copies are available through Helen Burgess. 


M-Rotheram. 
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WVENCA AUTUMN CAMP OUT: GEOLOGY AND BIRDS. 


The Rotary youth camp beside the Campaspe River near Axedale 
was headquarters for the Western Victoria FNCA autumn 

meeting, hosted by Bendigo FNC, on the Anzac weekend. Fourteen 
clubs were represented, with seven members from Ballarat. 
Geology was the chief topic for the weekend, beginning with 

a visit to the Permian glaciated pavements at Moorabbee, Lake 
Eppalock. The marks on these rocks date back to the age when 
Australia was part of Gondwanaland. The Ordovician sand- 
stone bedrock, about 500 million years ago. Members visited 
Kellam's Rock and Dunn's Rock, two notable examples of about 
100 such pavements in the area. They walked along the fore- 
shore examining numerous interesting rocks and pebbles, some 
with the glacial markings, and some which cannot be matched 
with any other rocks in Australia. It is possible that they 
were carried there from Tasmania or the Antarctic through the 
glacial action. Leaders Eric Wilkinson and Laurie Leeson 
were kept busy, hammer and tongues!, chipping rocks, identifying 
them and answering a barrage of questions. 


Next stop was Red Hill at Heathcote, where we visited the 

Pink Cliffs - a spectacular eroded landscape of greenstone 
mounds and weathered granodiorite in beautiful sunset colours. 
With another belt in Gippsland, the greenstone is some of the 
oldest visible rock in Victoria. From the Cambrian era, 

it was forced up, weathered and uncovered by mining operations 
for both gold and magnesite (magnesiom carbonate). Origionally 
basalt, 650m. years old, the soft slaty greenstone has been 
altered chemically, and by shearing during major earth movements 
The granodiorite intruded into the Cambrian rock, weathered, 
broke down and changed to yellow and pink during the kaolin- 
isation and oxidation processes. This area has been proclaimed 
a Geological Reserve. 


On Sunday there was an excursion to the Barfold Gorge, near 
Redesdale, with its massive basalt columns and exposed lava 
flows, and the associated Mitchell's Falls and rocky amphi tea tre 
Unfortunately Saturday's fine weather turned to cold wind, 

rain and sleet, and Ballarat members (unused to such inclement 
conditions) bowed out early. 


Bird observing along the Campaspe River and at the Sugarloaf 


Range and a visit to the Axedale Fish Farm were included in 
the weekend programme. Among birds recorded by Ballarat 
members were the Blue-faced Honeyeater, (near the extremity 
of its range, if not beyond), the Gilbert Whistler, Purple- 
crowned, Musk and Little Lorikeet, Brown Treecreeper, Hooded 
Robin, Eastern Shrike-Tit and big flocks of Choughs. 


After the delegates meeting on Saturday, Rob Watkins, an 
intrepid bushwalker and fine photographer, showed slides of 
wilderness areas in Tasmania and Cape York and examples of 
Bendigo's flora and fauna. 


Thanks to Bendigo for a well-planned, most interesting and 
enjoyable weekend. 


M.Rotheram. 


NEXT _CAMPOUT -WVFNCA 
The WENCA meeting scheduled for July 30-August 1 will be | 
hosted by Geelong FNC at Ocean Grove. This will be more of 

a camp-in as accommodation and full board (Friday dinner - 
Sunday lunch inc.) will be provided at the Ingamells Conference 
Centre. Dormitory accommodation, six meals, $17 per head. 
Itinerary will include visits to Ocean Grove Nature Reserve, 
Queenscliff to see Orange-bellied Parrot, Point Lonsdale © 
Marine Park with associated sea-birds and, on the Sunday, 
Howell's Creek and the You Yangs. 


M.Rotheram 


to attend, and instead our President Dr.F.Harrap will 
speak to us on "Birds and Birdcalls". 


BIRD BANDING. In 1953 the Division of Wildlife Research in 
Canberra launched a national project called the Australian Bird- 
Banding Scheme. Since the Scheme began, more than 1 300 000 i 
birds of 790 species have been banded- mostly by amateur orni- 
thologists. Of these, some 120 000 individuals from 500 

species, or about nine per cent, have been recovered. 


Ecos: Noell, February 1977. 


Mr.Peter Menkhort, listed as our speaker for June is unable 
i 


8. 


